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Claims 10-14 relate to methods of treatment of the human or animal 
body by surgery or by therapy or diagnostic methods practiced on 
the human or animal body (PCT Rule 39.1(iv)). Nevertheless, a 
search has been executed for these claims. The search has been 
based on the alleged effects of the peptides. 
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Present claims 1 and 16 relate to a ''recognition site of an anti- 
idiotype antibody" defined by reference to a desirable 
characteristic or property, namely to bind "against an 
apoptotically active site" of a protein (AFP,HSA or Fab). 
In the present case, the claims so lack support, and the 
application so lacks disclosure, that a meaningful search over the 
whole of the claimed scope is impossible. Independent of the above 
reasoning, the claims also lack clarity (Article 6 PCT) . An 
attempt is made to define the antibody by reference to a result to 
be achieved. Again, this lack of clarity in the present case is 
such as to render a meaningful search over the whole of the 
claimed scope impossible. 

Consequently, the search has not been carried out for claims 1 and 
16. 
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The International Search Authority found two inventions in this 
international application, as follows: 

1: Claims 5-6, 8 and part of claims 2-4, 7 and 15. 

Peptides with the general formula CCRGDVLDnXmY related to variants 

of human alpha-f etoprotein (AFP) . 

2: Claims 9 and part of claims 2-4, 7 and 9. 

Peptides with the general formula CCHGDLLEnXmY related to variants 
of human serum albumin. 



The present application has been considered to contain two 
inventions which are not linked such that they form a single 
general inventive concept, as required by Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 
13.3 PCT for the following reasons: 

The prior art has been identified as: WO 98/35981 (Dl) . 
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Dl discloses metHfBs for preventing or for trearTng cancer, 
including hepatocellular carcinoma, in a mammal where the cancer 
bears at least a portion of the alphaf etoprotein molecule on its 
surface by creating an immune response in the mammal to at least 
part of the alphaf etoprotein molecule. 

The special technical feature of invention 1 that makes a 
contribution over this prior art (Rule 13.2 PCT) is a mutation in 
the polypeptide with the general formula CCRGDVLDnXmY related to 
variants of human alpha-fetoprotein (AFP) . 

In conclusion, the inventions are not linked by common or 
corresponding special technical features and define different 
inventions not linked by a single general inventive concept. The 
application, hence, does not meet the requirements of unity of 
invention as defined in Rule 13.1 and 13.2 PCT. 

The ISA has carried out a search which relates to invention 1, 
corresponding to claims 5-6, 8 and part of claims 2-4, 7, 10-15. 
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